Town of Cornish

PLANNING BOARD

17 Maple Street

Cornish, Maine 04020

Telephone: 207.625.4324    Fax: 207.625.4416    E-mail: planningboard@cornishme.com
Monday, February 5, 2018
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
In Attendance:    Jessica Larson; Ken Hall; Norm Harding; Eve Bergstrom; Emily Ward; Sandra Watts

Absent: Nancy Perkins 
Guests: Wes Sunderland (CEO), John Watts, Jack Wadsworth, Thomas Greer, Brian & Ericka Hartford
Call Meeting to Order:  6:30 PM by Jessica Larson
Unfinished Business: Wadsworth Gravel Pit (agenda item 2)
New Business: **** Planning Board e-mail: planningboard@cornishme.com ******** (agenda item 5)
Agenda Items:
1. Approve minutes of the Workshop Meeting, January 15, 2018. Unanimously approved 
2.  Wadsworth Gravel Pit Ref: R02-071, CUP/vote 
a. Chair: Verified the 25,000 Bond presented by J Wadsworth which was one of the conditions needed prior to approval. A copy of the bond is in the applicants file original is with Town Clerk. The other condition required, DEP e-mail verification that reforestry with Norway Pines for reclamation is acceptable also on file.
b. T Greer: Final plan presented the CUP on the plan is what is in the town’s extraction ordinances.
c. Chair: Reviewed the workshop meeting (01-15-18) were the members addressed the safety concerns for the entrance location on route 25. Mr. Hall concerned with speed limit at that location, visibility and liability issues if the planning board does not address. The consensus was to stipulate “allowable by daylight” to address these concerns. Cochair:  Signage Heavy trucking? J Wadsworth: Noted that the grocery plaza and the trucks entering. E Ward: The location of the plaza is a long stretch with over 300 yards visibility.
d. Chair: Since the 2 requirements 25,000 bond & DEP reforestry reclamation is acceptable. Motion for a vote.
K Hall: so, moved E Ward: 2nd Vote: unanimously approved with conditions.
Conclusion: A letter of approval will be drafted with conditions including the amount of the bond along with “allowable by daylight “due to the safety concerns addressed at the 1-15-18 meeting. The final approved letter will be sent to the applicant along with a copy e-mailed to Thomas Greer engineer for his files.
3. Hartford Sub/Division (Mylar map) U05-013B

Brian & Erika Hartford presented the final plat plan for Outback Acres a 4-lot minor subdivision that was    approved by the Planning Board on September 11, 2017 Business Meeting. The following Planning Board members Jessica Larson, Norman Harding, Eve Bergstrom & Ken Hall, were the members present during the review and approval of the minor subdivision. These members will be reviewing the plan for the requirements and then signing. 
a. B Hartford: The final plan includes underground utilities and conditions (as required per 09-11-17 meeting)
b. Chair: A copy of the mylar map is needed for the Planning Board (PB) records. CoChair: Would as built for mylar be the requirement? Chair: PB approved the 4-lot subdivision, the subdivision plan is what will be recorded in the York County of Deeds after signing. Once building plans commence for the lots, permits necessary will be issued by the CEO with follow up inspections. Chair: Reviewed the CUP conditions:
i. Max of 4 lots, placing a contract covenant to ensure no further subdivision of lots;
ii. Contract covenant to ensure purchasers understand each lot’s responsibility to maintain the drive
iii. Any additional builds in need of access to the driveway, driveway must become a road and plans/permits must change, 
iv. Emergency Turnaround required for the drive
   Conclusion: The conditions are documented on the plan, plan specification met, mylar map and copies provided. The  

Planning Board members who approved the sub-division signed and dated the maps. A mylar copy will be provided by the applicant for PB file.
4. Ongoing; Sand Pit/ Brent Anderson CUP/Site Plan Review

     Maine Municipal Association (MMA) response on limitations/” grandfathering” and Tax folder documentation.
a. E Ward: Tax folder reviewed, located tax records date back to 1977: 15-acre gravel pit documented. 1991:  gravel pit documentation dropped to 10 acres. 2006: reevaluation taxed as one piece of property currently taxed as residential undeveloped. CEO: Town history location always has been a sand pit. E Ward: We now have documentation that prior to 2006 it was taxed as a gravel pit. 1977-1991: 15- acres. 1991-2006: 10- acres.           

b. Chair: MMA response/review discussion:                                                                                                                                                        1.)  E Ward: Gravel pit for at least the 10 acres would travel with the property if being used as a sand pit. Proposed property being purchased is sand pit if he’s using it for personal use he should be all set since this would not be viewed as a change in use. MMA noted the time limitation and bringing him back before the PB, also adherence to the town’s Land Use Ordinances. 
2.) Chair: MMA questioned why and what documentation is needed by the town for the permit application through DEP to be processed. Review of the DEP application permit for over 5-acre pit requires public notification? Would this be the municipalities responsibility? CEO: Has Brent contacted DEP? Chair: Yes, DEP informed him that town approval is required before processing. E Ward: Why do we need to follow up with DEP? Chair: MMA response indicates addressing why town approval required?
3.) E Ward: If we are accepting that this is a gravel/sand pit for his own personal use why does he need a CUP? Chair: Town now has an extraction ordinance, but the question is does he need a CUP since it looks like it’s not a change in use? CoChair: From what has been presented I don’t see why a CUP is needed? E Ward: It would be viewed in the same manner as the new owners of the Inn, who would not have to come before the PB since it would continue to be operated as an Inn. If conditions change a CUP would be required. A restaurant is a restaurant, a grocery store is a grocery store and a gravel pit is a gravel pit. He was informed to present a completed application, ordinances were provided. He asked if there would be any problem. If the ordinances are followed I think it should be ok.
4.) CEO: Foggy area may be viewed as “Grandfathered “? CUP? Land dormant over 18 months. Chair: MMA response reviewed ordinances for a non-conforming use. E Ward: What MMA is saying is that it can only be grandfathered if it was an allowable use. So, the gravel pit stays with the land. Chair: Town now has an extraction ordinance. E Bergstrom: He needs to be clearly informed that it will be for personal use only with no selling. Chair: Personal use only if any commercial enterprise happens he would need to come before the planning board since this would be viewed as a change of use. 
5.) Chair: A Completed current town site plan review application required all pages need to be presented to be deemed complete. (MMA) CEO: 6 copies would be 54 pages? E Ward: MMA is telling us that all pages are required even if a portion is not applicable. If the application is 5 pages and 4 pages submitted application would be considered incomplete. You can always scan the completed application and send it electronically to the planning board original can be filed.  Chair: Review of the site plan review process Land Use Ordinances noted PB would determine which portions apply and which are waived. (pre-application)
6.) E Ward: Did he get a letter? Chair: The letter written needs further review by PB. E Ward: Letter should state investigation findings, tax folder 10-acre documentation designation gravel pit, MMA response gravel pit carries with the property, and that a complete site-plan application required for a final decision.
7.) Chair: Asked Emily Ward to draft letter. Motion: To send Mr.  Anderson a letter relaying the discussed findings.    K Hall: so, moved. CoChair: 2nd    Vote: unanimously approved 
8.) Chair: Once letter is drafted and approve suggest including current site plan application.
5. Reschedule?? Workshop Meeting February 19th, 2018 Presidents Day Holiday 
        Motion: To not reschedule the meeting due to pre- applications being scheduled. Moved, 2nd,

         Vote: unanimously approved not to reschedule.
6. Review:  Planning Board e-mail: planningboard@cornishme.com
a. E Bergstrom: Personal e-mails are not seen when using the server. E Ward: Responses need to go through the server regarding any PB business. Chair: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 128th Legislation has specification regarding personal e-mails by non-elected officials. Further review of the standards would be required. E Ward: MMA PB Manuel has requirements. Chair: An updated MMA PB Manuel needed for office.
7. Review Home Occupation permits; Yoga Studio








Table 1: Table of Permissible Uses, Land Use District, Residential, Home Occupation, permits required in all   districts except Industrial Park (IP) where it is a prohibited use. Location of the studio is village district Appendix A, Section 2: Definitions reviewed.  E Ward; The term “home occupation” shall include both professional services and personal services. Chair: Yoga studio professional service? Is permit issued by CEO for Home Occupations?
    CEO: Home occupations register with Town Clerk for the permit. Chair: May need further review of the process.
8. Planning Board Secretary position

Position advertised no response, members reached out to individuals who may be interested and have the qualifications necessary. Desirae Bachelder agreed to do the secretary position.
a. K Hall: In the past, it was a desire by the PB to make the position a voting position.  Chair: PB By-laws “the board may either elect a secretary from among its members or hire a non-board member to serve as secretary” (Article III, Section 2.) E Bergstrom: Secretary position does not need to be a resident of the town if it is not an appointed position through the selectman.
b. Chair: Motion to hire CoChair: Move to hire/ appoint Desirae Bachelder as Planning Board Secretary. 
E Bergstrom: 2nd Vote: Unanimously approved.
9. Housekeeping:
a. Water District Heidi Cates verified that the proper testable backflow device was installed at 22 Main St.
J Watts: Device was tested, Water District will be doing annual testing to assure compliance for the Café.

b. Signs: Chair: Did 22 Main St Café get permit? CEO: Believe permit issued in September 2017, further review needed on when issued. Chair: Window signs? Permits? CEO: Sign ordinances permits issued for standalone signs. Believe signs within buildings do not need permits, further review of ordinances for districts needed.
c. PB By-Laws: MMA question if portions of the by-laws were adopted by town meeting. Chair: Further research required to address the question, will follow-up with MMA once documentation determined.
d. Town Clerk requested Eve Bergstrom to update town-owned road map.
E Bergstrom: Map is from 2010 needs to be updated. Map is for town-owned and maintained roads. Once updated list provided it will be added to the map. CoChair: Will all roads be included? E Bergstrom: As relayed only town roads with maintenance contracts   E Ward: Town roads registered with the state, state pays money to the town to maintain roads (example: plowing contacts). So, the list that the state has will be given to Eve for updating. K Hall: Are you a cartographer? E Bergstrom: Yes, my profession.
e. CEO e-mail scheduled the following at the upcoming Workshop Meeting 02/19/2018:

1.) Stephanie Vangriff:  Wellness/Tea Shoppe, PB approval required (Historic District) for fence/sign
E Ward: Historic District structural application required for review.



 Application located in Land Use Ordinances (LUO) Historic District Guidelines Appendix C.
Chair: Section IV Building/Design Permits, considering applications for permit PB or designee. A Building Design Permit List reviewed: includes sign/fences. CEO provided a copy of the application. E Bergstrom: Reviewed classification of buildings in ordinances. CEO: reviewed signs/banners/flags per LUO
2.) Cornish Variety Yassir Alsunday: new construction, new updated plans for the site, engineer to present, Current Site Plan application required. 

 Adjourn:  8:12__PM

Communications Received/Sent: 
1. CEO e-mail: Signage/fence Wellness Center, Cornish Variety new construction/ reviews for workshop meeting
2. Anderson Sand Pit Tax folder info (file) MMA response “grandfathering” (file)
3. H Cates Water District response.

4. Barrow Pit/J Wadsworth e-mail CUP PB response (file)

